Microtubule-associated proteins present in different developmental stages of Drosophila melanogaster.
Microtubule-associated proteins (MAPs) have been isolated from different development stages of Drosophila melanogaster and characterized by their association to tubulin, but not to tubulin lacking its 4-kD carboxy terminal region (S-tubulin), and by their ability to promote tubulin polymerization. Following these criteria some peptides of Mr 255, 205, and 180 kD were identified as MAPs. By means of immunological analogy we have identified a peptide related to mammalian brain MAP known as tau factor.